
 
 
 
 

APECS February 2008 Newsletter  
 
The light is returning to the Arctic and starting to fade from the Antarctica, and APECS members have been very busy!  As 
always, we would love to hear about local meetings, opportunities, activities, and developments.  Please send any items 
or information for the next newsletter to APECSinfo@gmail.com by the 28th of February to be included in the next 
Newsletter. This newsletter can also be viewed on the APECS website at http://arcticportal.org/apecs/apecs-news. 
 
1. APECS Meeting at AGU Ocean Sciences  
2. SCAR/IASC St Petersburg Conference July 8 to 11, 2008  
3. International Glaciological Society supports APECS Early Career Researchers  
4. IPY and APECS Promotional Materials and  Merchandise  
5. IASCÕs Review and Strategy Report Meeting Summary  
6. Antarctic Treaty Summit  
7. APECS Environmental and Social Responsibilities Committee Update  
8. New Vision for the Polar Discovery Conference  
9. National Committee Information  
10. APECS Executive Meeting in Iceland  
11. Submitting information to the APECS Community  
12. Get Involved!  

 
1. APECS Meeting at AGU Ocean Sciences  

If you are planning to attend the Ocean Sciences Meeting 2008 in March and you'd like to meet up with other APECS 
members during that week drop Angelika a line! Following the spirit of the previous meeting at the AGU FM 2007, it has 
been suggested that we have a social gathering to keep/get the networking and community building and socializing going. 
Suggestions for a time and a pub or other meeting places are welcome! 

For more information, please contact Angelika Renner at angelika.renner@polarnetwork.org 
 
2. SCAR/IASC St Petersburg Conference July 8 to 11, 2008  

The Association of Polar Early Career Scientists (APECS) is hosting a free one-day professional development 
workshop prior to the joint SCAR/ IASC conference on the 7th July in St Petersburg. It's an international and 
multidisciplinary event aimed at early career researchers addressing key issues such as grant proposal writing, research 
productivity, communication and international collaboration with sessions run by leading polar researchers. 

The online registration is open at www.polarnetwork.org and the deadline is 29th February. Application is simple; just 
upload a 1-page summary CV or biography. 

So far we have had applications from a wide range of disciplines spread across 10 nations. This is going to be a great 
opportunity to meet fellow polar researchers and initiate international collaborations. 

Confirmed speakers include: 
Research Productivity - Robin Bell (Columbia University) 
Communicating your polar research - Dave Carlson (Director IPY IPO) 
Grant proposals - Elena Sparrow (International Arctic Research Center and Center for Global Change) 
Balancing Education and Outreach - Jose Xavier (University of the Algarve) 
Antarctic and Arctic Research Partnership Opportunities  - Colin Summerhayes (SCAR Executive Director) and Volker 
Rachold (IASC Executive Secretary) 
SCAR fellowships - Narelle Baker (Scott Polar Research Institute) 
 
3. International Glaciological Society supports APECS Early Career Researchers  

The International Glaciological Society (IGS) has shown its support for early career researchers by providing 
US$5000 towards the APECS Career Development Workshop in St. Petersburg, Russia, on 7 July 2008. This funding will 
aid participants of the Workshop who would otherwise would not have the monetary resources to attend it or the 
subsequent SCAR/IASC Open Science Conference entitled, Polar Research Ð Arctic and Antarctic Perspectives in the 
International Polar Year. Applicants from developing countries are especially encouraged to apply for this travel funding. 
Application is through the APECS Early Career Workshop online registration form, found at 
<http://www.polarnetwork.org/>. Applications close 29 February 2008. 

IGS are currently working with APECS to determine other ways of supporting early career researchers. 
Discussions so far are extremely encouraging, so look out for more on this in future editions of this newsletter. IGS are 
really leading the way here, and we thank them for their foresight in supporting the future of polar science. 

Shaping the Future of Polar Research  



For more information about IGS, to become a member or to peruse their fantastic journals, Journal of Glaciology 
and Annals of Glaciology, see their website at:<http://www.igsoc.org/>.  If you are into snow and ice, then membership of 
IGS is highly recommended and costs just £36 for students, which includes all issues of the Journal of Glaciology (both 
electronic and hard copy) and the publication Ice for 2008 Éa bargain!!! The IGS website also has a great page on 
upcoming meetings that includes a wide range of research areas within glaciology.  

We are keen to work with similar organizations in other disciplines. If you have suggestions of who we can talk to 
in your research area, please let us know. 

For more information, please contact Narelle Baker at narelle.baker@gmail.com 
 
4. IPY and APECS Promotional Materials and Merchandise  

So you eat, sleep and breath polar research and by extension, the International Polar Year (IPY) - now you can 
wear it! APECS, together with the International Polar Year International Program Office, has created an online store for 
IPY and APECS gear. All profits go towards supporting early career researchers and increasing polar literacy! Show your 
support for the IPY, young researchers, and polar literacy by visiting: http://www.cafepress.com/ipy. For more information 
please contact APECS. 

We know all of you want to help spread the word about our organization and advertise in your departments, at 
meetings, on your websites, and wherever. We have provided you with some materials that you can use for those 
purposes. You will find several large format and smaller format posters, quarter sheet hand-outs and bookmarks that you 
can print and distribute at http://arcticportal.org/root/home/apecs/resources/apecs-promotional-materials. 
 
5. IASCÕs Review and Strategy Report, Stockholm 5 February 2008.  

Together with representatives from the Executive Committee of IASC (International Arctic Science Committee) 
and other organizations working in a close cooperation with IASC, APECS was represented in the discussion meeting 
about the proposed new organizational structure. The Executive Committee has proposed the new structure based on 
recommendations from a Research & Strategy Group, established in early 2006, which evaluated the last 10 years of 
IASC activities as well as potential future strategies.   

The four general recommendations that the R&S Group suggests are based on the fact that rapid changes now 
occur within the environmental, social, economic and scientific polar field and there is a need to better respond to these 
changes. The IASC should strive for Arctic research to be as little fragmented, but instead, as united as possible. The 
recommendations include a new organizational structure, expanding current functions and to embrace science policy 
issues, strengthen relations to other organizations as well as reorganize and revitalize the Arctic Science Summit Week 
(ASSW). The mission of IASC will remain to Òencourage, facilitate and promote basic and applied interdisciplinary 
research in or concerned with the Arctic at a circumarctic or international level; and to provide scientific advice on arctic 
issuesÓ.   

The involvement of early career scientists within the proposed new structure and in the planning and use of the 
new strategy is considered to be very important. APECS, as an organization with members from all over the world and 
within many science disciplines, is well prepared and suited to establish the desired contact between IASC and early 
career scientists. Participation of early career scientist in both the scientific standing committees, proposed to be the 
absolute core of the IASC, and action groups addressing specific issues during a more short-term scale, will hopefully be 
an obvious goal as the different groups are constructed. APECS could easily provide representatives on a rotating basis, 
depending where the various meetings are held, to increase the number of early career people involved as well as 
decreasing travel costs.  

The advantages of increasing the involvement of early careers scientists are many. The transfer of knowledge 
from an experienced group of scientist to a new generation is facilitated, inspiration and motivation that arrives with 
responsibility and the possibility to have an impact on the research community will enhance scientific progress, as well as 
new ideas and the interdisciplinary way of thinking which most early career scientists are brought up with, will be 
noticeable addition that very well might encourage and facilitate IASC to complete its mission.  

For more information, please contact Kristina BŠckstrand at kristina.backstrand@geo.su.se. 
 
6. Antarctic Treaty Summit  

A report from: Dr. Paul Berkman 
For the past five decades, the Antarctic Treaty has provided a firm foundation for ongoing international 

cooperation to successfully manage nearly ten percent of the Earth for Òpeaceful purposes onlyÉ on the basis of freedom 
of scientific investigation in Antarctica as applied during the International Geophysical Year.Ó   To assess its legacy 
lessons Ð the Antarctic Treaty Summit: Science-Policy Interactions in International Governance (www.atsummit50.aq) will 
be convened at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, DC from November 30 to December 3, 2009 on the 50th 
anniversary of the signature-day for the Antarctic Treaty in the city where it was signed in Òin the interest of all mankind.Ó   

This month The Antarctic Treaty Summit will be one of the themes for the ÒMegaconference, Jr. 2008Ó that will be 
convened on February 21, 2008 as Òan event by and for students of the worldÓ (www.megaconferencejr.org/).  
Megaconference Jr., now in its fifth year, is a project designed to give students in elementary and secondary schools 
around the world the opportunity to communicate, collaborate and contribute to each other's learning in real time, using 



advanced multi-point video conferencing technology.  The Antarctic Treaty Summit theme was proposed and will be 
presented by the Worthington School system in Franklin County, Ohio.   

Growing from seven claimant and five non-claimant signatories, the Antarctic Treaty now engages 46 nations, 
representing nearly 90% of humankind.  Reflecting this global context Ð the Antarctic Treaty Summit will provide an 
unique open forum for scientists, legislators, administrators, lawyers, historians, educators, executives, students and other 
members of civil society to share insights about international precedents that have emerged from the region south of 60 
degrees south latitude during the past half century.   As observed by the eminent polar explorer and scientist, Laurence 
Gould: 

ÒThe Antarctic Treaty is indispensable to the world of science which knows no national or other political 
boundaries, but it is much more than thatÉ it is a document unique in history which may take its place 
alongside the Magna Carta and other great symbols of man's quest for enlightenment and order.Ó 
The Antarctic Treaty Summit is endorsed by the International Polar Year with public-private funding.  Initial 

government support for the Antarctic Treaty Summit is provided by the Fulbright program, with funding from the United 
States Congress and administration by the United States Department of State (Bureau of Educational and Cultural 
Affairs), and by the Marine Mammal Commission.  Initial non-governmental support is provided by the Tinker Foundation 
and American Geophysical Union.  Coordination of the Antarctic Treaty Summit involves active oversight by a board that 
includes experts from academia, non-governmental organizations and government agencies who reside in Brazil, Chile, 
New Zealand, Norway, Republic of Korea, United Kingdom and the United States. 

For further information about APECS collaborations with the Antarctic Treaty Summit, please contact: Mr. Jason Davis 
(davis.1937@osu.edu), who is serving as the APECS liaison, or Prof. Paul Berkman (pb426@cam.ac.uk), who is the chair 
of the international board for the Antarctic Treaty Summit.  Updates about the Antarctic Treaty Summit will be posted 
regularly on the website (www.atsummit50.aq).   

 
7. APECS Environmental and Social Responsibilities Committee  

The Environmental and Social Responsibility Committee has been leading the work in preparing APECS' 
guidelines for accepting funding. The idea is to encourage partnership between APECS and business entities that are 
environmentally and socially responsible. Along the same vein, we have begun compiling lists of ethical banks and 
business entities that are involved in renewable, recycled, organic or fair trade products. The initial lists are focused on 
Alaska, USA and various European countries. For more information or to get involved with this important group, please 
contact Tina Tin at tinatintk@gmail.com. 

 
8. New Vision for the APECS Polar Discovery Confere nce 

The idea and vision of the APECS Polar Discovery Conference has been going through a period of transition and 
due to a series of logistical issues, the committee has decided to re-position the conference as a series of "End of IPY 
Events" instead of a single, physical conference in Edmonton.  We plan to work with a series of institutional partners on 
these various events, strengthening APECS's network and connections.  The areas these various events will focus on 
include science, policy, summer schools and education and outreach.   

If you are interested in getting involved in the planning of any of these individual events please let the individuals 
involved know.  A series of APECS field schools for undergraduates will take place in partnership with UNIS.  For more 
information or to get involved please contact James Cheshire (mail@jamescheshire.co.uk) or Melissa Rohde 
(melrohde@gmail.com).   

Building on APECS'c current successes, the APECS Science Committee and Jason Davis (davis.1937@osu.edu) 
will work on securing young researcher involvement in a series of upcoming international scientific conferences, including 
ASSW and SCAR.   

Tina Tin (tinatintk@gmail.com), Alysia Garmulewicz (alysia@netidea.com), and Amber Church 
(amber@alkhemedia.com) will work with the organizing committee of the upcoming Arctic Council/ Antarctic Treaty 
Meetings and Paul Berkman's Antarctic Summit Meetings to involve APECS members actively in these important policy 
meetings.   

APECS's Education and Outreach Committee will work on motivating national APECS organizations around the 
world to develop, organize and host events for the close of IPY.  An example of where this is already underway is the 
concept of the "Polar Ball" being developed by the UKPN.  Melianie Raymond (melianieraymond@yahoo.co.uk) and 
Edward Moss (mossehr@yahoo.co.uk) will focus on this program.  The Education and Outreach Committee hopes to 
provide support, exchange of ideas and motivation to national and local groups to develop their own national/ local events.  

 
9. National Committee Updates  
UK POLAR NETWORK  

The UK Polar Network announced new leadership in their very active organization; Adrian McCallum Ð 
Coordinator; Helen Atkinson Ð Career Development Coordinator; Richard Gravelle Ð Education and Outreach 
Coordinator; Angelika Renner Ð Funding Coordinator; Nanna Karlsson Ð Web and Communications Coordinator. 
 Their most recent newsletter contains lots more information about this group and their activities and can be found 
on their website.  



For more information on the UKPN, visit www.polarnetwork.org or contact Adrian McCallum at 
abm35@cam.ac.uk. 

 
SWEDEN 

In November, representatives from SYSC met with the Swedish Committee to the IPY and discussed possible 
future collaboration. We received appreciative comments and subsequently got funding approved for our planned 
activities, an interdisciplinary polar science workshop for early career scientists and an outreach event at the Gothenburg 
Science Festival.  

The workshop will take place 7-9 May, 2008 and will be held in the Stockholm archipelago, on Utš. The workshop 
will be open to early career scientists that are active at Swedish Universities, or Swedish people who are active with 
research in other countries. The workshop is funded by the Swedish IPY committee and all costs for participants will be 
covered by our organization. Advertisements should be out early February so keep your eyes open for this or email us.  

The science festival event will consist of a series of interactive experiments directed towards children aged 10-12, 
with interesting aspects of both Arctic and Antarctic research. The Gothenburg Science Festival is in mid April and we are 
looking for more people who might be interested to join us in this event.  

Furthermore, we hope to collaborate with the Swedish Federation of Young Scientists (FUF), who is currently 
running an extensive outreach campaign to raise awareness of science and technology in secondary schools. There are 
plenty of opportunities with FUF for anyone who wants to present experiences from polar research or expeditions to 
students. 

For more information or if you want to get involved, contact Arvid Bring (arvid.bring@natgeo.su.se). 
 
PORTUGAL 

The Portuguese science and educational programs for the International Polar year (IPY) continues to produce 
exciting an novel ways of promoting science, with young scientists playing a key role, and simultaneously promoting 
educating and outreach to as many people as possible, nationally and internationally. The latest, and most important 
results, of our program are: 1) Science from young scientists. The Portuguese Foundation for Science and Technology 
(FCT) has just sponsored the Portuguese Polar Program, PROPolar, which comprise various polar science projects within 
IPY. A total  of 4 young Portuguese scientists are already in Antarctica carrying out their research on geomorphology, 
geophysics, permafrost and marine ecology in collaboration mostly with UK, Spain, Bulgaria and Argentina, within IPY 
research projects. To obtain information about their research and personal views, please visit their blogs (email 
projecto.latitude60@gmail.com or if Portuguese speaking please go directly to 
http://anopolar.no.sapo.pt/latitude60/index.html). 2) Promoting new concepts of science with art, on an exhibition. The 
Exhibition Nullius" that links science and art associated with  Antarctica started this week in Faro (South Portugal). It is an 
exhibition planned to go around the country through most 2008 (http://latitude60.blogspot.com/2008/01/exposio-nullius-
paisagem-antrctica.html). Another exhibition that also went to various cities nationally, that focused essentially on polar 
science, just terminated (http://www.mundicenter.pt/ano_polar_internacional/). 3) Education and Outreach. The 7 
portuguese students that went on the "Students on Ice" expedition have just returned to Portugal and it was a  huge 
success in all fronts, with plenty of media interest before, during and after the expedition. A public presentation will take 
place for the students to present their own perspectives of how all the expedition was, where young portuguese scientists 
in the Antarctic will provide direct comments from the Antarctic. These students produced a blog in which teachers and 
students could continuously have access to what they were doing during the expedition (please see the website 
mentioned above). Finally, at an international level, Portugal have been in various international conferences and 
workshops, showing Portugal/APECS work, including in USA (S. Francisco), UK (London and Cambridge), Italy (Rome), 
Belgium (Bruxells), between others. Future work is focused on the excellence of science, by promoting collaborations with 
other countries and a very close contact with schools (nationally and internationally) for education and outreach initiatives.  
 
UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA  YOUNG RESEARCHERS NETWORK 

The UA YRN is a group of graduate students and postdoctoral fellows. Our interdisciplinary group operates as a 
volunteer network to promote the International Polar Year through education and outreach aimed at the general public 
and Alaskan students of all ages. 

A recent highlight for the YRN was ushering the tremendous concert by Alaska tribal-funk band, Pamyua. Brought 
to Fairbanks by the UA IPY Office, Pamyua also gave a very successful school childrenÕs performance and workshop 
during the day before playing to a sell-out 1300 in the evening. The evening show was opened by UAF Chancellor Steve 
Jones and the local Pavva I–upiaq Dancers. APECS Director, and new Fairbanksan Jen Baeseman injected some 
science into the evening with a slide show of Arctic and Antarctic research as the crowd was settling. 

Our next big event is at the Ice Alaska /World Ice Art Championships/ for which UA IPY is the lead sponsor this 
year. We will have a walk-in igloo as a base for activities including Phil the Falcon (an arctic gyrfalcon), a collection of 
different animal furs with educational games and contests for kids and giveaways. 

Other recent activity has included: AGU Fall 2008 Meeting - poster presentation or our groupÕs activities and 
many members presenting their science and attending the APECS meeting. We are continuing our popular Science CafŽ 
series. Preparations are ramping up for spring and summer activities for Wildlife Day by Day and Project Snowball 
Education & Outreach projects. We were awarded $2000 for our film challenge for UA students, /AK Shorts/ which we will 



now launch in Fall 2008. 
For more information please visit: http://ipy-youth.uaf.edu <http://ipy-youth.uaf.edu/> or e-mail: ipy-

youth@alaska.edu. Contributed by Daniel Pringle. 
 

DENMARK 
The efforts are being made to organize the Danish YSC/APECS group. We are therefore looking for individuals 

who would be interested in taking on the chair role, as well as active members who would be interested to involve into the 
work of the group. Contact Daria Morgounova, MA, PhD-candidate, Copenhagen University, at daria@hum.ku.dk 
 
10. APECS Executive Committee Meeting in Iceland  

The APECS Executive Committee will be meeting in Akureyri, Iceland March 2 through the 6th. We will be 
working with Dave Carlson and others to outline the future of APECS and develop a strategic plan. If any senior 
researchers or members of the advisory committee are interested in attending, please contact Jenny Baeseman for more 
details. 
 
11. Submitting information to the APECS Community  

If you have information you would like distributed to the APECS community, please send it to 
APECSinfo@gmail.com and it will be passed along. Also, feel free to add items to the APECS news section of the 
website. 
 
12. Get Involved!  

We are always interested in learning where APECS members are going and what they are working on. If you are 
organizing an event for young researchers or want to get together at an upcoming meeting, let us know and we can help 
you plan an event. Along these lines, opportunities to represent APECS at various meetings or in other ways are always 
popping up. If you are going to a specific conference or would like to represent APECS at a meeting, in your country, etc, 
please email Jenny Baeseman and express your interests.  

We need your help to make some changes and continue the upkeep of the website! We are looking for a few 
people with web skills to help.  There is a lot of new information that needs to be posted and several significant formatting 
and organizational changes are planned for the near future. Experience is not necessary, but knowledge of webpage 
maintenance, Yahoo Pipes, or any other experience with website development is a plus. The Arctic Portal uses the 
content management system WebGui, which is relatively easy to learn.  Helping to update the site would require as much 
time as you are willing to contribute, ideally only a few hours a week. Please contact Peter DiFiroie 
(pdifiore@Princeton.EDU) to learn more. Help us build the main platform for our organization! 

If you would like to become more involved in any of the APECS international or regional working groups, please 
visit arcticportal.org/apecs/get-involved or contact the APECS Director, Jenny Baeseman. 
 
 
Contact Information  
Dr. Jenny Baeseman 
Director - Association of Polar Early Career Scientists (APECS) 
ARCUS Program Development Coordinator  
International Arctic Research Center 
University of Alaska - Fairbanks 
930 Koyukuk Drive, PO Box 757340 
Fairbanks, AK 99775-7340 
Office: 907-474-1963 
jbaeseman@gmail.com 
skype: jbaeseman 


