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CAFF Flora Group Workshop OutlineCAFF Flora Group Workshop Outline

•• Overview of CAFF Flora Overview of CAFF Flora 
Group (CFG)Group (CFG)

•• Major CFG Major CFG 
accomplishmentsaccomplishments

•• Purpose of workshop Purpose of workshop –– CFG CFG 
& CBVM& CBVM

•• Action items for 2006 Action items for 2006 ––
20082008

•• Proposals & future projectsProposals & future projects



•• The Arctic Council is an intergovernmental forum for addressing The Arctic Council is an intergovernmental forum for addressing 
many of the common concerns and challenges faced by the many of the common concerns and challenges faced by the 
Arctic statesArctic states; Canada, Denmark (including Greenland and the ; Canada, Denmark (including Greenland and the 
Faroe Islands), Finland, Iceland, Norway, the Russian Faroe Islands), Finland, Iceland, Norway, the Russian 
Federation, Sweden and the United States.Federation, Sweden and the United States.

•• The Council is a unique forum for coThe Council is a unique forum for co--operation between national operation between national 
governments and indigenous peoples.governments and indigenous peoples.

Overview of CAFF Flora GroupOverview of CAFF Flora Group



Arctic Council Working GroupsArctic Council Working Groups

•• Scientific work of the Arctic Council is carried out in Scientific work of the Arctic Council is carried out in 
five expert working groups focusing on such issues five expert working groups focusing on such issues 
as monitoring, assessing and preventing pollution in as monitoring, assessing and preventing pollution in 
the Arctic, climate change, biodiversity conservation the Arctic, climate change, biodiversity conservation 
and sustainable use, emergency preparedness and and sustainable use, emergency preparedness and 
prevention in addition to the living conditions of the prevention in addition to the living conditions of the 
Arctic residents.Arctic residents.

•• Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna (CAFF) Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna (CAFF) ��
one of the five working groups.one of the five working groups.



1.1. CAFF Flora Expert Group (CFG)CAFF Flora Expert Group (CFG)
2.2. CAFF Seabird Expert Group (CBird)CAFF Seabird Expert Group (CBird)
3.3. Circumpolar Protected Area Network (CPAN)Circumpolar Protected Area Network (CPAN)

Currently, there are three expert groups:Currently, there are three expert groups:

Conservation of Arctic Flora & Fauna (CAFF)Conservation of Arctic Flora & Fauna (CAFF)



CAFF International Secretariat  CAFF International Secretariat  
Akureyri, IcelandAkureyri, Iceland

Under the direction of the Under the direction of the 
CAFF Chair and Board, CAFF Chair and Board, 
itsits functionfunction is to administer is to administer 
and coordinate CAFF and coordinate CAFF 
program activities, program activities, report to report to 
Arctic Council, oversee Arctic Council, oversee 
meetings, assist with fundmeetings, assist with fund--
raising, inform Arctic and raising, inform Arctic and 
nonnon--Arctic audiences about Arctic audiences about 
Arctic conservation, and Arctic conservation, and 
liaise with other liaise with other 
international organizations, international organizations, 
as appropriate.as appropriate.

Executive SecretaryExecutive Secretary
CAFF International SecretariatCAFF International Secretariat
Borgir, Borgir, NordurslodNordurslod
600 Akureyri, Iceland600 Akureyri, Iceland
Internet:  http://www.caff.isInternet:  http://www.caff.is



CAFF Flora Group CharterCAFF Flora Group Charter
•• Seek international opportunities Seek international opportunities 

to support the conservation to support the conservation 
needs of the biodiversity of needs of the biodiversity of 
arctic flora and vegetation. arctic flora and vegetation. 

•• Create conservation Create conservation 
partnerships within the Arctic.   partnerships within the Arctic.   

•• Support  research and education Support  research and education 
for conservation partnerships. for conservation partnerships. 

•• Exchange published Exchange published 
information and unpublished information and unpublished 
data concerning arctic flora and data concerning arctic flora and 
vegetation. vegetation. 

•• Develop cooperative botanical Develop cooperative botanical 
activities for the CAFF annual activities for the CAFF annual 
work plan.work plan.



CAFF Flora Group MembersCAFF Flora Group Members

•• CanadaCanada(Ren(Renéé Belland, Univ. Alberta, Belland, Univ. Alberta, 
Edmonton; Lynn Gillespie, Canadian Edmonton; Lynn Gillespie, Canadian 
Museum of Nature, Ottawa)Museum of Nature, Ottawa)

•• Faroe IslandsFaroe Islands(Anna Maria Fosaa, (Anna Maria Fosaa, 
Faroese Museum of Natural History, Faroese Museum of Natural History, 
TTóórshavnrshavn))

•• FinlandFinland(Henry V(Henry Vääre, Finnish Museum of re, Finnish Museum of 
Natural History, Helsinki)Natural History, Helsinki)

•• GreenlandGreenland(Fred J. A. Dani(Fred J. A. Daniëëls, ls, 
WesfWesfäälische Wilhelmslische Wilhelms--UniversitUniversitäät, t, 
Muenster)Muenster)

•• IcelandIceland((HHöörður Kristinssonrður Kristinsson
Icelandic Institute of Natural History, Icelandic Institute of Natural History, 
Akureyri)Akureyri)

•• NorwayNorway(Arve Elvebakk, University (Arve Elvebakk, University 
of Tromsof Tromsøø, Troms, Tromsøø; Reidar Elven, ; Reidar Elven, 
Botanisk Museum, Oslo)Botanisk Museum, Oslo)

•• Russian FederationRussian Federation(Sergei (Sergei 
Balandin, Moscow State Univ., Balandin, Moscow State Univ., 
Moscow; Trofim Maximov, Siberian Moscow; Trofim Maximov, Siberian 
Division of Russian Academy of Division of Russian Academy of 
Sciences, Yakutsk)Sciences, Yakutsk)

•• SwedenSweden(Mora Aronsson, (Mora Aronsson, 
ArtDatabanken, Uppsala)ArtDatabanken, Uppsala)

•• United States of AmericaUnited States of America(David (David 
Murray & Skip Walker, Univ. Murray & Skip Walker, Univ. 
Alaska, Fairbanks; Stephen Talbot, Alaska, Fairbanks; Stephen Talbot, 
Chair, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Chair, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, 
Anchorage)Anchorage)



CFG AccomplishmentsCFG Accomplishments



Traditional Use and Conservation of Plants from the Aleutian, Pribilof, 
and Commander Islands

•• Collect and synthesize Collect and synthesize 
traditional ecological traditional ecological 
knowledge on botany.knowledge on botany.

•• Assess environmental and Assess environmental and 
sociosocio--economic benefits economic benefits 
of local plant use.of local plant use.

•• Published as a CAFF Published as a CAFF 
Technical ReportTechnical Report

•• Lead: Aleut International Lead: Aleut International 
AssociationAssociation



Second International Workshop on Second International Workshop on 
Circumpolar Vegetation Classification and MappingCircumpolar Vegetation Classification and Mapping

•• Workshop held in TromsWorkshop held in Tromsøø
(Sommar(Sommarøøy), Norway y), Norway ——
June 2004June 2004

•• FortyForty--one scientific papers one scientific papers 
presentedpresented

•• FortyForty--five participantsfive participants
•• Twelve scientific papers Twelve scientific papers 

published in the journal published in the journal 
PhytocoenologiaPhytocoenologia

•• Lead:  US & NorwayLead:  US & Norway



Second International Workshop on Circumpolar Vegetation Second International Workshop on Circumpolar Vegetation 
Classification & MappingClassification & Mapping



Atlas of Rare Endemic Vascular Plants of the ArcticAtlas of Rare Endemic Vascular Plants of the Arctic

•• Identified 96 rare Identified 96 rare 
endemic vascular plants endemic vascular plants 
of the Arcticof the Arctic

•• Established annotated Established annotated 
list of taxalist of taxa

•• Determined level of Determined level of 
protection for eachprotection for each



IUCN Arctic Plant Species Specialist GroupIUCN Arctic Plant Species Specialist Group

•• CFG to work cooperatively with IUCN (=World CFG to work cooperatively with IUCN (=World 
Conservation Union)Conservation Union)

•• ReRe--evaluation of the list for species possibly classed evaluation of the list for species possibly classed 
within the IUCN vulnerable category within the IUCN vulnerable category —— 15 arctic 15 arctic 
species identifiedspecies identified



Circumpolar Arctic Vegetation MapCircumpolar Arctic Vegetation Map



Alaska Arctic Tundra VegetationAlaska Arctic Tundra Vegetation



Purpose of WorkshopPurpose of Workshop

1.1. Address CFG Address CFG 
action items for action items for 
20062006--20082008

2.2. Develop a Develop a 
vision for the vision for the 
CBVMCBVM



CFG Action Items for 2006CFG Action Items for 2006--20082008

•• Proposed Arctic Red List Proposed Arctic Red List 
species to IUCNspecies to IUCN

•• Create web links to CAFF Create web links to CAFF 
country rare plants on CAFF country rare plants on CAFF 
web siteweb site

•• Evaluation of Evaluation of ‘‘ local floraslocal floras’’
monitoring methodmonitoring method

•• Seek funding for CBVM Seek funding for CBVM 
workshopworkshop

•• Complete checklists of arctic Complete checklists of arctic 
mosses and lichensmosses and lichens

•• Encourage use of GLORIAEncourage use of GLORIA
•• Develop collaboration to Develop collaboration to 

delimit arctic floristic delimit arctic floristic 
regionsregions



Circumboreal Vegetation Map (CBVM)Circumboreal Vegetation Map (CBVM)

1.1. Vision & strategyVision & strategy

2.2. Potential Potential 
contributorscontributors

3.3. FundingFunding

4.4. Proposal to Nordic Proposal to Nordic 
Council of Ministers Council of Ministers 



•• Regional vegetationRegional vegetation(Western North America, Alaska, Faroe Islands, (Western North America, Alaska, Faroe Islands, 
Greenland, Newfoundland)Greenland, Newfoundland)

•• Perspectives in floristicsPerspectives in floristics(PAF, Arctic mosses & lichens, local floras, (PAF, Arctic mosses & lichens, local floras, 
rare plants) rare plants) 

•• MethodsMethods(Ecological land classification, integrated optical(Ecological land classification, integrated optical--radar, GLORIA, radar, GLORIA, 
CAVM)CAVM)

•• Permafrost studiesPermafrost studies

•• DatabasesDatabases(Geobotanical Atlas, Flora Arctica/Arctic Vegetation Project)(Geobotanical Atlas, Flora Arctica/Arctic Vegetation Project)

•• Circumboreal Vegetaton MapCircumboreal Vegetaton Map(CBVM)(CBVM)



Proposals and Future ProjectsProposals and Future Projects

•• Flora Arctica/Arctic Flora Arctica/Arctic 
Vegetation Project Vegetation Project 

•• Ideas for new action Ideas for new action 
items 2008items 2008--20102010

•• GLORIA:  northern GLORIA:  northern 
subgroup subgroup 

•• Local floras Local floras 
monitoringmonitoring

•• Publish 4Publish 4thth CFG CFG 
workshop proceedingsworkshop proceedings

Hockley Hills, Selawik NWRHockley Hills, Selawik NWR


